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Marie-Louise 5cio s luxury and lifestyle
platform is bringing quality, beauty and
exquisite design to an gudience kean

to share in the style her family’s hotel
properties are renowned for

SRy JOSEPHIME MCKENMA FORTRATT ROBERTA KRASMIG
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e Lioarkse Sefi i refleoting on the esenoe of
Mailkin style froen oo cnviable locition. She is
sitting it 2 plish velviet sistn in the sumgtoos
living posnm of the 15th contury Roman paloso
she enlls homee, sorremnded by an eclsctic mis
of furnishings. Her opartmaent s disorectly
located  between the Costed  SancAngelo,
which was built above the 2000-vear-nld tombol the Roman Empenor
Hacirian on the Tibser Fivor, and Places Nevors, 8 Tlarmeue showensse
with itxown layered history just o 10-minute walk bnthe other direction

Clhwirch bells rijphe scross the clty by the late afternoon as Sk shares
ot of weiriey, sendend beneatiy her padooss ocigimal wood bogrm oeifimg
arcl relocts o the ciiy’s heritge.

“In Rome, we hive the preod formme o imermes with antigoin ae i
it wes sthings It Is paort el oo day,” she ssoys. =1 thirde tha's why §iadinns
hurve this bneier eve, or innate serse of style, bocamse when you g
up with propotions snd coloor and balanee, they ane reslly foemitive
Snyle comies vory natrlly o us”

Sedin b It Knemam iy Iml: arw] arvaind the: work] fir mooning her
Farmily s thiree husxury hotels - the legendary 1 Pellicans st Pocto Ercole
o the southern cosst of Tuscanmy, La Posta Veochis in Ladispoli, northof
Famtraie, sl the Mezzome Flote] & Thermal Spa on the skond of 1schia
Since 2011, she hxs boen the crostive director and the CEOwof the hatels
b s drvssen of opesring others soametime in the future.

Shx movesd imto her clegant sparument in March bast vear, just thnes
hinyw hefisre the Covid-19 pandemic foroed the Tadbn govermiment to
Ittt natiora] bochdown, Thesirs prosobied in impredoseomed|
heslth orisis poross the country, cost mose than 128000 Fves, and
barvanghit Deoky's totirisem and Bospitality sector o s standstil] - although
thie Secls faem 1y hoaels managed 1o opein for L vear's summes season

*Pecple inthis hosiness really do it for the passion. soeveryone was
really devestutod.” she neelbe * No omie knew what was going to happen.
T was il for cveryne peychokogicall™
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Hir Penbsamnce gl was o trasguil hiven i the time, and &' casy b soc why
Thae walle e bt ir moned ooloars, thene 1S plenty ofspoce, and Scio his decomtisd
It effortlessty witha fushon of iesic aid modern desbms. Arbgues seem o mcmge with
Hth century chsirs by Hungsrian designer Marcel Brewer snd the Remusdesio tible in
thee dlining room e arrmded by Tl designes Gl Pontis 060 dhnira

In the Iving mom, fmky stools by Ettore Sottsss sit on o pested-colowmed
peometric rug by Patricia Unguiok for OC-Tapls. Louis XV chairs sit beside o
shiny red Inoquered cabinet an one side of the room and an ancestor stares out of a
cemturics-old portrai on the other gide. T wamed w cremte s dinlogue botween the
preost s todagy™ Scbisys, 1 bove it here™

Sl = crvativiey hues not Dot condined within the wadls of er elegmu boeme, As the
paridermic exploded around the weord, she pelesed an inmvative oy e-commenae
il lifestyle platform to complement ber botil propertics. Insplbeed by laby's passhon
fior eyl and desdgm, the site b ealled 1SS1M0), 0 aifix in the Dalian lnpasge and s
codehwation of well -kncewn saperistives such o * buonisimo™ mmd “bellissin”,

Wigh glerbal trovelbers groumeded and pesopbe forced o work from home, the bunch
o U mver sites severmicad liloe 8 muister-strokee, 8 timebowoe of reaching oot to the Bamily's
fewsal howied st and bso ool for srcting o new kind of chiem virmih

Sells achmbts thit the thmling of the Bunch was somethiog of o colocidence: amd
cotitribruiou ta its immediabe suocess, " You know everyone wisidod i plooe of [al” she
sy 1 mean Daly s soch a soomg brand smd olso everyoone has a Hnthe plece of Daby in
thelr hean. | think people really wanbod thnt.”

O the site, ISSIMAO is described ns *a love affair with Tialion bearty™, A mnge of
pronducts bs presented in en engiging way across virioos cadegonies that also challengea
fiew precongeptions shou the limigations of online shopping.

“ISSIM reflocts our hotel philosopdny, the style mmd the taste, sod olso thed of
the cvmamtry, Wi try ta bring as miceh guality in all these differcm andas” says Soi
“1 think i's about making benuty s simplicity scoessible. T know that sourds Hike
movtradiction bocame the holels are feally expensive, bot | don't think hoory s
ahout price point, 1t's abowt the experience of something and its abo: sdhat it
LT e TR R T

Bollissimee e homwemss ortbarnal bomoewaress and Dalion crafsmanshig; Boosoissimoe
perrsesints by prodhocts and reclpess Chilchissiimo bas o range of Gishion sind sppanck
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Coltlssimo fcuses on Halisn cubture and cubtural eollabortion:
Fotishime i a dightel ecenson of 11 Pelliomnos seuwsnie shop and
Finll oy bssiamonn st tranved guiches: for Teady's 20 negons.

“Is oot abwt trving 1o reinvent the whoel, @0 just s giving
e i peally niew, simple, elogant, o things witheaot iy srrogmnee
whnrtseever,” Seid s~ W hat wo bry todo ot the hotels s mnkeeveryone
wishoome. | waert people to foel fke thay with 155160, Then (s why we
hawve nmiassive price range that goes from €25 to whatever”

Wezirimg jowellery by Pomellao nnd Alhern Riani leapard pring
it that e featured on her sbe, the willowy Scio scems the perfiact
shrwonse for the product: shie wants o prommote. T fact, she speans
om the ondine platfonm modelling sooee of the fashion tems et ane
fior sile. Aspoesi, Porsaline, Ferrgarme, Missoni oned Pomellatis are just
somee oo thie Instamy recognbble Iabels that appesr on thie site, o
Seiis bues abso devielopod her own ISSTMU) labul fenturing freshion iems
- Jchaets, poants and priams - o well s posters nd fiod prgduns

Amgeln Tinmi, chyghtior of thi: deesignes Alberto Biani, sshd 1S81M0)
wes iy gpeat wary oo highlighe Traltan ereativity amd o help the eompny
sl oo bntesmathinal cllents.

I mot oy the idow of promoting an Ralian Hfestyle, cluding food,
trave] el fashion, through 2 selection of artisanal craftmanship and
contempomry desim” she told WSH. *The addes sailoe i the personal
oye and tooch of Marke Loauise. You e eally fod that the producs
Blea of howry but really hard to find somewhere dse, Marke- Livise s
the perfiect micof'a bove for classics witha glomonmous pais”

Fliorence designar Barham Cnsesoln, who has herosm romdy-bo-vwesr
knbtwear rand, bs also enthusiastie shout Scio s approsch, ©ESSIMO
i @ retum (o Quality, orafl, sulbtlety, bongevity and, abosee all, bessty,”
Csgesnkn sald, <1t brings togesher the best of lahe™

The haery pltform cortainly trivvels across all kinds of ctegories.
There s deslgmes gheswane from Dalesse, Villoroy & Boch dinnerware
krmsprir] by Nevgmolitan clilll pepgeens, and beauty products from bohia

an] Terwe Del Pupl, which drrs its ingredicnts fiom the hill towns whene the popes
e helichyid outside ome. The site & also embellished with articles aml featanes
st sosmmeoof the srtisans and emtreprencuns wiose procducts appear on 135100000
other fresds, Florerve eotreprencur Betty Sobdl shires ber thoughts on calligrghy,
while Livia Firth, the Ttalian-born designir and former wife of the Amademy Aword
winmning actor Colin Firth, writesahioot her Jove of Ulmbrin

Scil) hue been surprised by the eothusbistle reectlon wo the platform, which seems
o have been eohanced by Covid-19 Jockdowns. Many of the customers, she sayvs,
hanve never stayesd ad her [alinn hotels, ond the site s il evobong, with now brands
] e limiss. Whille there ane some frineigm fabels, she emphosisos that the fens s
sl Tialinn,

“What = not Tnalion, we -1y she sgrs, D would sy ics 95 peroem Balian”

A mwew tablevone collection from Lisn Cond, inspired by the bougsimillen owers
ait Hlotel 1 Pellicano, hoe rocemtly been sdded 1 the eollietion and thone e cobourful
st i from Ana Llark

There is even a foasd seboction A “picen box ™ promises all the ingrodicots you need
amd 2 recipe from the awand-winning pizeiolo Davide Civitielio, The popular Roman
risstairmnt Moscholi has als assemblod an *aperitivo box” that inclides onkons, olives
o] morvichskans.

Scily hmsdelied the erithes, wh safed the mise and-mastch coneept would neser work
“Wheen Ustarted, | fommd nryself surmounded by people saving, “You'ne craey, Yo now
vt et bary caperrs und 2 gown U o v can! o't soe it written anywhere that
s 't oo s platfiorm with all of these: | don't helieve theresa rule hoak™

Breaking the miles ecms tooeome eosily to Seby, whio studbsd nrehitetune o tie
prostigious Rbaode [sland Schoul of Design, She started her carcer al the Costas
Giroup (n New York, befone returning to Ttaly to woek with architect and interior
ideslgmaer Massimo Zompo, whio s known for his colltoratons with Karl Lageseld.
Feruli nnd Vibenting,

Bt i 2N W5 she bregan workdig ai || Pedlicano as an aochitect and designes when
her fathor, Hoberto, askod her to restore some of the rooms. Soon she frand herself
renonvrt fng the emine property,

“1 momwest into the hotels by chomer, heemse my father wamted to gt hack the
money [mvested oy unbversity,” she sas with o lwgdy “He sald “Would you design
the brathirooms!™ | i *“Sure!” and then | told Bim e needed o reposition the botels. 1

benel o e
Ohver time ber creative inpat evohaed from ridaing the hotels

B v ISEIMD wocrs ke hir desiymn o o far nnare swoeping visioen aboot wi 1 Pellicas
Oppuusate, clichwi ooubl be *F peeded to comect all the dots and then | dowdy, showly
e Ly bt Bchis ol gt intn ahsolutely cverything. And that’s what happens in life, 1

Marzotorrs [ Pullicana s =
s ok punas. Tt mewer poes acormding to yoae plan”

Her Gather fell in love with 1 Pellicsno in the 1960s when it was
ths rusidence of English avimor Michue G rafuumn mod the Amerisin
soctalile: Patsy Daseel, who had built it s a private club When he
hamgtg thas bt i 1970, b soom bocame an enduring symbol of La Doles Vit and
symmymoos whth Tollon glamous. Wedged between the diffs n o stunmbng location,
It bt Bowern a pospualar dranw for the Hiellywood A D, anid counes Sophia Loren, Charile
Chaplin, Sting and Trudie Styber mmong it s goests.

Plasbwerto sty B v @ Joy? toe sec bils ditidier amsmme groemer oontrol of the business
i the yenrs amd hio & in e of her ot 7 hove hebioved bn here soee she was s
warmuel| ehilch mned | il dee” e tells WAISH, *Every othierday [idiscover new things tht she
i thot pnikee e progad.

“1 hawe: abwarys spprectabed tnd sdmired besoty, all tha is beaotiful, the epression
of by, Bare nithing ks ns beao i ful s the relationship | uve with my daoghter”

O of thelr feow sagroements wes whien Marks Lol dodded to fatune
Birkensticks amorng ber product s but evestually ahe won him over. “He said
are you croey’ Those ugly shows Since then, be hasn't said any mone. Now he's a
Birkeensaick woarie™

As owr mteeview drowss o closo, speing s in the air, The vicecine sollou: s paylng
slitvintoncs amd thequarantine bs ahet tobe Hited for freign toursts. Seit hos emerged
froam the pandemic recharped and is excited shou anindlu of bosldnggs for the summes
season and what lizs shead this year.

Wiile she's i sume Fher snly som, Umierto, eormemly st oouivorsity in Londir, will
ook the by businesss, she still os plenty of doesm of ber owmn, She wants (o add up
1 e oeds o thee furmilly emipére amd further expand ESSTMO 0 mabke it 2 “platform
forreverything Ttalian®, the thest por ofeall for planning a triporboving s Christmas it

Her ereithvity cenainky keeps her busy and she's the first 10 sdmie she can’ g
engh time: for b

“1 bt sl rrmach bt | howe o bt ol fon™ she s &

WG SEFTEMBER 2071 48



